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How to use SOLAR for Financial Aid purposes



SOLAR Home Page

The Financial Aid Office 

communicates with 

students using SOLAR

 Holds

 To Do List

 New Messages

 Read Messages

Students View:

 Financial Aid

 Account Information/ 

Payment



My To Do List Items



My Financial Aid





Why is Award Term Detail Important?



Financial Aid Awards 
Continued



Accepting Financial Aid

Awards 

Offered

Accept or 

Decline

your Awards 

Here

Click 

Submit



Account Summary/ What Do I Owe?



Understanding Account Summary



Graduate PLUS Loan

• Students must have a completed FAFSA.

• Students must have applied for the annual maximum loan eligibility under the 
Federal Subsidized and Unsubsidized Direct Loan Program.

• Students must have enrolled for at least half-time (6 credits per semester).  

• In addition, the student cannot have an adverse credit history.

• The annual loan limit is the student's cost of attendance minus any anticipated 
financial aid received. 

• The interest rate is a fixed 7.9 %. This loan has an origination fee of 4%. The 
Department of Education assumes an up front repayment rebate of 
1.5%. Therefore, 97.5% of the gross loan will be disbursed to the school.

• Repayment of principal plus interest begins 60 days after the loan is fully 
disbursed unless a deferment is granted.  

• Before the loan can be guaranteed, a credit approval and Graduate/Professional 
PLUS Master Promissory Note (MPN) is required.  



What is an MPN?

• Students must fill out a Stafford Master Promissory 
Note if they are accepting Stafford Loans
 Directions for completing the Stafford MPN will be 

included in a “To Do List Item”

• Students must fill out a PLUS Loan MPN if they are 
requesting a Grad PLUS loan
 Directions for completing the PLUS MPN will be 

included in a “To Do List Item”



Other Forms of Financial Aid

• The primary form of financial aid for graduate 

students is the Direct Loan Programs. 

• Some students may be be eligible for a 

maximum annual TAP award of $550. Students 

must be enrolled in at least 12 credits

• Graduate scholarships or assistantships may 

be available on a departmental basis. Students 

are encouraged to check with their appropriate 

department for availability of these forms of aid.



Any Questions?


